
Martin Bird’s Prayers for 
Monday 7th – Sunday 13th June 

 

Monday 

Reading – Matthew Chapter 5, verses 1 to 12 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came 
to him, and he began to teach them. 

He said: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

 
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Lord Jesus, when we read the beatitudes it really does become clear just how much you turned, 
and continue to turn, the world upside down. All those you say are blessed, the world would down 
upon and laugh at as being nothing. Lord, help us to be like you, and to see those people that the 
world look down upon as your people, and help them as best we can. And help us to not just read 

this reading but act it. May we be all those things you ask us to be, and, in so doing, may we, 
through you, turn our little part of the world upside down too. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday  

Reading – Matthew Chapter 5, verses 13 to 16 

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 

see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 Lord Jesus, help us today to be salt for you. Help us to spread your word to all parts of our part of 
the world. Just as we know how it feels to have you in our lives, may our saltiness help others to 
know that feeling for themselves. Lord Jesus, you came to be the light of the world, and now you 

call on us to be that light in our lives. So we ask, Jesus our Saviour, help us to shine your light as if 
we were that city on a hill, shining so brightly that no one could miss it. Your light can change the 

world – help us to be part of that light. Amen 

 

 



 

 

Wednesday 

Reading – Romans Chapter 8, verses 1 to 11 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. For 
what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, in 
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according 
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set 
on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on 

what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the 
Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. You, 

however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of 
God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. But 
if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives 
life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his 

Spirit who lives in you. 

Lord Jesus, help us to be truly in you, and know that the law of the Spirit has set us free from the 
law of sin and death. May our hearts and minds be truly governed by the Sprit so that we can 

know, with certainty, that we are in the realm of the Spirit too. Thank you Holy Spirit that we can be 
so certain that thanks to Jesus you do give life to us all who are in Jesus, and we ask that you 

would now be living in us, and giving us that life we crave. In so doing, may we bring more people 
to the realisation that if they too live in Christ, they can have that self -same life – eternal life in you. 

Amen  

 

 

Thursday 

Reading – Romans Chapter 8, verses 12 to 17 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to 
it. For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 

misdeeds of the body, you will live. For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of 
God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the 

Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we 
cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we 

are children, then we are heirs - heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his 
sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

 Spirit of God, help us to be led by you so that we can call ourselves children of God. Help us to 
adopted into sonship as you have promised so we will be able to never live in fear. Thank you that 
we are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ – may we now bring more people to you through the 

knowledge that we have in you and the love you have for us all. Amen 

 

 

 



 

 

Friday 

Reading – Acts Chapter 4, verses 32 to the end 

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions 
was their own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles 
continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so 

powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy persons among them. For from time 
to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and 
put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. Joseph, a Levite 

from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 
encouragement”), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ 

feet. 

 Lord Jesus, all the believers were of one heart and mind. So often in your church today, it feels 
like this is no longer the case. It feels like everyone is actually pulling in a different position. Help us 
to be like the early believers, and come back to you as you want us to be – of one heart and mind. 

And help us to help each other just as they did, and to be truly your people on earth. Amen 

 

 

 

 

Saturday  

Reading – Romans 8, verses 31 to the end 

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all - how will he not also, along with him, 

graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is 
God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died - more 
than that, who was raised to life - is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 

nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are 
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Lord God let us, at this tough time for so many, take these words to heart. That no matter what is 
happening in the world and no matter how we are feeling ourselves, nothing can separate us from 

your love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Help us to keep remembering that you are for us, and 
because of that we can know for sure that no one can be against us. Thank you Lord Jesus that 
you are at the right hand of God and that you do intercede for us – therefore we can know that 

nothing will separate us from God in Heaven. Thank you God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – that 
you are in our lives and are always there for us. Amen 

 

 

 

 



Sunday 

Reading – Mark Chapter 4, verses 26 to 34 

The Parable of the Growing Seed 

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 
ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though 
he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces grain - first the stalk, then the head, 

then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because 
the harvest has come.” 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to 
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when 
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that 
the birds can perch in its shade.” With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as 

much as they could understand. He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when 
he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

Lord Jesus, thank you for your parables which teach us so much. Help us to remember that we are 
your seeds, and through your word and through faith in you, you grow us up until we are ready to 
be harvested for you. And when we are harvested, you send us out to continue to harvest others 
for you too. And thank you that we are like mustard seeds, and that, even if our faith falls short on 
occasion, even with the smallest amount of faith you can make amazing things happen and more 

and more people will come to you. Amen 

 


